
[Driving Tour Name]
[Date]

These Drivers’ & Co-Drivers’ Meeting Notes Must Be Read beforehand.

We will meet on Saturday, May 18th at the Sheetz located at 1158 River Road, Marietta, Pa. at 10:00 AM. Driver’s meeting will begin at 10:15 with departure at 10:30.

Everyone participating in the drive must sign the PCA liability waiver. Michele will have the form for you to sign upon arrival.

Assuming all of you have read these driver notes in advance, we will cover a few major points in the driver’s meeting at 10:15 AM.

The plan is to have two groups, perhaps a “spirited” and a “tour” group, with each having a leader and sweep. We will depart as much as possible, as one large group but with two imbedded smaller groups. It will be the responsibly of each group leader to keep the subgroup together to the degree possible.

Each tour group should have a two-way radio for group leader and the group sweep. This enables close communication so the group can stay together better or if an issue arises. 

After the drivers’ meeting, proceed to your car, but please wait and do not leave your parking spot until you are directed to move.

This tour is not a race. Out of courtesy, tour participants should not pass other tour members. However, we may pass other motorists.

Reset your trip odometer to zero at the stop sign leaving Sheetz at Ore Bank Road.

We should not tailgate, but neither should we leave too much of a gap between cars.

Let us be mindful of traffic rules, stop signs and traffic lights – especially in towns and school zones. But please DO NOT drive below the speed limit, unless conditions or circumstance force you to do so. We do not want to frustrate the tour participants who are behind you.

A lead driver may occasionally slow down or pause, in places where it would be SAFE to do so, in order to allow his group to reassemble – in case it gets broken up. When the lead driver does that, he will switch on his car’s hazard lights. Please do the same, for the benefit of those behind you.

If you need or want to stop for any reason, switch on your car’s hazard lights. Let the drivers behind you pass by moving to the right side of the road and using an appropriate hand signal.

If you experience car trouble, stop and wait for your group’s sweeper. The car directly behind you should stay with you, until your sweeper or the tour’s overall sweeper arrives on the scene to provide assistance. The car directly in front of the sweeper’s car should then take over the sweeping role. The designated or acting sweeper should call the group’s lead driver to keep him informed. 

Always use your turn signals before turning. This will be appreciated by those following you.

Each driver-navigator team should NOT simply follow what the team in front does. That team might miss a side road, make a wrong turn or go in the wrong direction. Every navigator should navigate, at the very least, by reading the route instructions every step of the way and making sure the driver stays on the right track. The driver should blow his or her horn at the car in front if its driver has made or is about to make a mistake. But he himself or herself should stick to the route.

Do not worry about getting left behind, especially if you have a navigator who has a copy of the route instructions or a partner car with a navigator. Relax and drive normally. Like a good shepherd, your lead driver will do their best not to leave anyone behind.

If you get separated from everybody and get hopelessly lost, enter into your GPS navigation app the address of our destination – 1599 Old Line Road, Manheim, PA 17545. Or call me for guidance.

The route instructions indicate in miles the cumulative distance from one point to the next. These numbers (give or take a few tenths of a mile) are provided for your guidance.

When in doubt about your mileage, give priority to the words in the instructions. Note that odometer and trip meter readings may differ slightly from car to car, maybe by one or two tenths of a mile.

Separating from or going ahead of your group would mean leaving our PCA tour.

The tour officially ends at the entrance to Waltz Vineyards.

Enjoy your car, the drive, the camaraderie and the vineyards. Have a safe and pleasant drive throughout this event.

Have fun!

